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2022 Session Outlook

The 2022 Regular Session will begins today, Monday, January 10, and looks to be remarkably
interesting due to a number of issues that will all converge this session.
Politics plays a role in every session, but this year, statewide elections will have a significantly
larger role. The Governor, Laura Kelly, D-Topeka, is running for re-election, and the front
running challenger, Attorney General Derek Schmidt, R-Independence, will be a formidable
opponent. Kansas, a Republican state, has a history of electing Democrat governors, but there
has not been such an established challenger to a sitting Democrat governor in Kansas for a
long time. This opportunity for a Republican will drive a lot of the politics of the session.

Revenues and Taxes

Consensus revenue estimates released in November predicted that total state tax collections
would increase to $8.9 billion in 2022 from $7.6 billion in from 2021, or about 17% higher than
the revenue estimate from last spring. The budget estimates will leave the state with a surplus
of about $2.89 billion for fiscal year 2022, which ends next June 30. The revenue projections
have increased the calls for tax cuts.
One specific tax proposal that has received significant support is to repeal the sales tax on
food. Both Governor Kelly and Attorney General Schmidt have proposed doing away with the
tax, so it is safe to expect something to be approved.
The governor has also proposed a one-time $250 tax rebate for all Kansans who filed a tax
return in 2021. Kansas residents who filed as married or jointly will be eligible for a $500 direct
payment. All other filing types will be eligible for a $250 direct payment. The governor’s plan,
which would benefit more than 1.2 million Kansas taxpayers, would cost $445 million.
Coupled with her proposal to eliminate the sales tax on food, the governor is proposing to use
about $900 million of the $2.89 billion projected nest egg for fiscal year 2022 on tax cuts.
Other tax cut proposals are expected to be introduced once the session begins.
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Redistricting
Redistricting will be front and center of the session as well. This once a decade process occurs
after the census is completed. There have been two rounds of townhall style meetings for
Kansans to give their input on what all the various legislative and congressional districts should
look like. There will be much more to come on this throughout the session.
This year the legislature will need to redraw its own districts, as well as the four congressional
districts and all ten seats for the State Board of Education. Although Kansas’ population grew
around 3% from 2010 to 2020, most of the growth was concentrated in the urban areas of the
northeastern part of the state. Due to this uneven population growth, the third Congressional
District, represented by Democrat Sharice Davids, will need to shed population to make up for
population losses in the other three congressional districts, all represented by
Republicans.Therefore, the national political parties will closely monitor the redrawing of the
congressional districts. The last time the legislature attempted to redistrict in 2012, a panel of three
federal judges eventually drew every state and Congressional district due to the inability of the
legislature and then-governor Brownback to agree to maps. 

Agriculture Issues 

The past couple of years, agriculture issues have been fairly quiet, but it appears that a few issues
will be discussed this session that are almost always challenging to find solutions for. The first issue
is water. There has been a committee focused on water issues and they spent last session
collecting information about the various issues and what has been done in the past. We expect
some water legislation from the committee, but at this point it is not clear what it will be. The
Kansas Department of Agriculture will also have bills for stream obstructions and dam inspections.
The department is going to bring some bills that impact milk this session. The first will deal with an
issue that has been around for a couple of years about raw milk. The bill is in response to a court
ruling about advertising the sale of unpasteurized milk. The statute that was ruled unconstitutional
and the department is bringing legislation to regulate what information is to be included on labels
and any advertising. The other legislation will be to modernize the current fee structure to match
current practices and to extend the dates when the fees are scheduled to expire. The other issue
will be the Animal Facility Inspection program, which is the program for pet animals. Late last
session, the governor proposed restricting the program and making it a stand-alone division with
the Department. The lateness of the proposal did not give interested parties an opportunity to
discuss and work through the issues. There was a joint meeting of the House and Senate
Agriculture Committees this fall to hear about the proposal. There was a significant amount of
testimony, with pet breeders generally opposed to moving the program out of the Animal Health
Division but supporting the additional state general fund support. The animal rights groups and
individuals supporting rescues and shelters were in favor of creating the separate division. Bills
have already been pre-filed for introduction, in both the House and Senate, in response to the
wildfires that tore through the western and central parts of the state in mid-December. The bills
would provide a sales tax exemption for purchases to reconstruct, repair or replace certain fencing
damaged or destroyed by wildfire. 
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News from the Executive Director
The Dairy Dispatch is a

publication of Kansas Dairy. 
P.O. Box 1530

Hays, Kansas 67601  
 director.ksdairy@gmail.com

(785)623-9566
 Ex. Officio Member

Dr. Michael Brouk
785-532-1207

Executive Director Stephanie Eckroat
Please join us in Manhattan for the Kansas Dairy Association & Commission Annual
Meeting, March 11th & 12th.  Events will take place at the Hilton Garden Inn and at

the Kansas State University Foundation- Rockin' K's.  Please be watching your mail for
a postcard invitation. Check out the Kansas Dairy Facebook page for a complete listing
of our sponsors for the event.  We hope to have some great tours and an informative

meeting. RSVP is a must for tour information :  director.ksdairy@gmail.com 
See ya there!

In search of...an amazing person
to fill the position of Kansas

Dairy Executive Director. 
For more information and a

complete job description, please
email:

director.ksdairy@gmail.com
785.623.9566



The Kansas Secure Milk Supply Program
 
 

 
The Kansas Secure Milk Supply (SMS) Program is a voluntary initiative to provide commercial
dairy producers and processors with a continuity of business plan to use in the event of a
foreign animal disease outbreak, such as foot and mouth disease (FMD). This program
outlines emergency disease preparedness measures that will help protect the dairy industry’s
viability in the face of an outbreak. These measures will also assist producers and processors
when working with state and federal animal health officials during an outbreak. The Kansas
program is based on the national Secure Milk Supply Plan, which is the result of a multi-year
collaborative effort by industry, state, federal, and academic representatives.
 
In an FMD outbreak, movement of milk may be halted or restricted as part of disease control
efforts. Officials must balance the risk of allowing movement of raw milk (disease spread)
against the risk of not allowing movement (on-farm disposal of raw milk). To maintain
continuity of business, it will be critical for producers and processors to be able to move milk
to processing. Participating in the Kansas SMS Program offers producers and processors the
best opportunity to meet the expectations of regulatory officials and demonstrate that it is
safe to move their milk during an animal health emergency. 
 
Developing a Secure Milk Supply Plan in Kansas looks different for all producers. Some have
worked with their veterinarians to develop and submit a plan, while others have worked
directly with the Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of Animal Health to develop a
plan. The Kansas Department of Agriculture is dedicated to being the most prepared state,
should we ever face a foreign animal disease. If you would like to find out more information
or want to start the process of developing a plan, contact Sara McReynolds at
Sara.McReynolds@ks.gov or 785-473-6774. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.securemilksupply.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJeff.Jones%40ks.gov%7Ce09bf3ee557e483b6d0c08d9df747092%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637786513455014949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=3JVuWhYyWnS6nbMEMVZs%2FonjGK1WrRTwCD%2BRK5FLhjI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Sara.McReynolds@ks.gov
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This scholarship was established by the Kansas Dairy Commission in 2008
following the sudden death of long-time dairyman, Warren Winter of
Hillsboro.  Warren was one of the original dairymen to help form the
Kansas Dairy Commission and the Kansas Dairy Association in 1994. 
 Beginning in 2012 this became the Kansas Dairy Commission
Scholarship.
The Kansas Dairy Commission will be offering two (2), $1,000
scholarships.
Qualifications for applying are:
1) Applicant needs to be from a dairy farm, that participates in the KDC
check off.
2) Needs to be attending or planning to attend a post-secondary  2 -year
college,  4-year university or technical college.   This scholarship is a one-
time award and is not renewable.  Information & application can be found
at  kansasdairy.com.
Applications, letters of reference and supporting information needs to be
sent to the above address on or before March 1st. Ex Director-KDA/KDC-
director.ksdairy@ gmail.com

 

 
Kansas Dairy Commission Scholarship

Upcoming dates 
 

Western Farm Show-
American Royal

February 25- 27th 2022
Kansas Dairy Annual

Meetings
Manhattan, Kansas
Hilton Garden Inn
March 11th & 12th
Kansas State Dairy

Days
Coming soon in June
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Department of Agriculture Continued on Page 8

Tail plates must be clean.
Walls and pit walls must be clean.
No manure buildup under mats in pit.
If mats are utilized on cow deck they must not be bolted down.
Outside of pipeline needs to be free of cobwebs/fly spots.
Must have a jetter cup holder for each milker.

If drugs have a cautionary statement they need a label.  Example of cautionary statement:
“Caution: federal law restricts this drug to use by or on the order of a licensed
veterinarian.”
Drugs intended for the treatment of non-lactating dairy cows must be segregated from
those drugs used for lactating dairy animals.
When segregating lactating and non-lactating drugs one can use a cabinet, fridge, or a
shelf; one must label the shelf or door that lactating drugs are stored here and the same
for non-lactating drugs.
Label must have:

A drug would need an extra label when:

Pesticides, rodenticides, and insecticides need an EPA #

As January has flown by, we now look ahead to February; for the Kansas Department of
Agriculture, the survey season has already started. Most of you have been through numerous
surveys and are familiar with the items that we look at during inspections, but this list of the
most common items of concern can serve as a refresher, and hopefully it will help your score
during survey time.
Parlor

 Drugs

            Vet’s name — if multiple vets, identify  the name of the prescribing veterinarian     
            Vet’s address
           Manufacturer’s or distributor’s name and address
           Meat and milk withdrawal times

           There is a different dosage, per what is on the label
           Different class of animal
           Disease or condition not specified on label
                If a drug falls into this category then the label would need:
                            Name of active ingredient
                            An necessary cautionary statement
                            Name and address of authorizing vet
                            Meat and milk withdrawal times
                            Manufacturer’s or distributor’s name and address

           Can be a debit if they have improper labeling, use, or storage

Department of Agriculture- Survey Season
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Department of Agriculture Continued from page 7

Drugs can have complicated guidelines, so if you have any questions please reach out to
your Dairy Inspector.

Floors

Windows

Doors

EPA #
Directions to be used in a dairy
Name and address of manufacturer
A 40 CFR 180.940 listing

Hose port must have a concrete surface under it/must be kept free of pooled water, milk,
dirt and/or mud.
Bathroom requirements

 Milkhouse

            Water should not be pooling under outlet of bulk tank/cow deck in parlor.
            Watch for cracks in the concrete/aggregate of concrete starting to wear down 
            rough/porous; floors should be smooth.

           Make sure screens are patched, no gaps between window and wall.
           Dead flies in the window seal are common; the solution would be to shop vac them up.

           Should be self-closing.
           Must be in good repair: no torn screens, no broken glass.
           No gaps around the door.
           If a room is off of the milkhouse, such as an office or utility room, and that door is open    
           then that room must be as clean as the milkhouse; otherwise keep that door closed at 
           all times. 
           Calf pasteurizers can’t be stored in the milkhouse.
           No animals or fowl are allowed to be in the milkhouse.
           Fresh cow pails are allowed to be stored in the milkhouse.
           Fresh cow pails must be stored off of the floor.
           Filter socks must be stored in a filter box holder and the flap must be clean, flap must 
           be closed too.    
 Sanitizers
An approved sanitizer must have:

 Miscellaneous Items

          Must have toilet paper.
          Must have a light.
          Door must be tight and self-closing.
          No evidence of human waste (used toilet paper in trash can).
          Manure that’s been piled up must be fenced off from cattle.
          All containers must be labeled — this includes drugs, sanitizers, iodine (pre dip & post 
          dip).
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Legislative Update continued from page 3 
Constitutional Amendment on Spending 

During the interim, the Special Committee on Taxation supported the introduction this session of a
constitutional amendment that would restrain the growth of state government spending. The
constitutional amendment, which needs two-thirds of each legislative body to pass and does not
take any action by the governor, would also need approval by a majority of the voters. The details
and exact language of the proposed constitutional amendment is not available currently. Some
organizations have indicated that they would prefer a restriction on raising taxes instead of a
spending limit, believing a tax limitation is more politically acceptable.

Medicaid Expansion/Marijuana Referendums 

The Kansas House Democrats have proposed two items to be placed before the voters. The first,
Medicaid expansion, has been an ongoing discussion for the last eight sessions. They have also
proposed putting medical and recreational marijuana on the ballot. Both of these issues have
been hotly contested. The referendum approach is unique for Kansas. Kansas does not have
initiative and referendum in any form to pass laws. It is unknown at this time how this approach
will be received. 
Telemedicine 
During the interim, the Special Committee on Mental Health Modernization and Reform created a
telehealth working group to study equalizing payments between telehealth and in- person office
visits. Although the working group did not recommend any changes regarding payment parity, it is
possible that legislation will be introduced this year to address the discrepancy.

 
Kansas Dairy Business 

Associate Members 2022
 

Munters
Agri-Trim Hoof Care

Gorges Dairy Inc.
Meis &  Son's Trucking

Countryside Feed- Kyle  Cederberg
Soybest

Dairy Nutrition Plus/ Landus- Johnny Ware
Kansas Farm Bureau

Southern Kansas Cotton Growers
Dairy Herd Improvement Association

 
 
 
 
 

Midwest Dairy Supply
Elk State Bank

Farm Credit Associations of Kansas
Kansas Farm Bureau

Terra Cat- David Foster
Summit Engineering & Construction

Dairy Farmers of America
Apogee Animal Health

 Hillsboro, KS- 877-207-6257
Seneca, KS - 866-268-6777

www.countrysidefeed.com

Legislative Update continued on page 11 
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 Family owned, Mies & Sons trucking is committed to
building lasting relationships with the dairy

producers we serve.
316.796.0186
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Broadband Expansion 

The State of Kansas has earmarked $50 million dollars of federal CARES Act funds to expand
broadband access, and last year created the Broadband Development Office within the Kansas
Department of Commerce. Therefore, we would not be surprised to see further legislative
activity regarding the use of federal funds or tax incentives in support of broadband expansion. 

Updates from the Governor

 Friday, January 6, Governor Kelly Issued two executive orders relating to the pandemic.
Executive Order 22-01 will allow physician's assistants and advanced nurse practitioners to
order the collection of throat swabs for COVID-19, allow nursing staff with inactive licenses to
provide medical services and allow healthcare professionals licensed in other states to practice
in Kansas. Executive Order 22-02 will allow nursing home temporary aides to provide direct care
to residents and will help nursing homes quickly establish isolation units. On November 29,
Governor Kelly announced the appointment of Janet Stanek as Secretary of the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment, subject to confirmation by the Senate. Stanek had
previously served as Director of the State Employee Health Benefits Program, and before that
was COO at Stormont Vail Hospital in Topeka. Stanek takes over for Dr. Lee Norman. 

Legislative Update continued from page 9 



Kansas Dairy Association
& Commission Annual Meetings

MARCH 11TH & 12TH- HILTON GARDEN INN,
MANHATTAN, KS

 FRIDAY MARCH 11TH
WHEAT INNOVATION TOUR 3PM

K- STATE DAIRY FARM TOUR 4PM
MIDWEST DAIRY

 CONSUMER TRENDS SESSION- ROCKIN'K'S 5:30-6:30 PM
DINNER & SOCIAL ROCKIN' K'S 7-9 PM

 

SATURDAY MARCH 12TH
HILTON GARDEN INN- MANHATTAN 
KANSAS HOLSTEIN MEETING   7-9 AM

KANSAS DAIRY ASSOCIATION & COMMISSION 
ANNUAL MEETINGS & BREAKFAST BUFFET 9AM

TOUR FOLLOWING AT HILDEBRAND DAIRY FARM & PROCESSING
FACILITY- LUNCH PROVIDED BY THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE
 

DUE TO POSSIBLE COVID RESTICTIONS
 RSVP IS REQUIRED

 

 director.ksdairy@gmail.com
785.623.9566


