
Elections Heating Up
 The 2018 Primary Election is about a month 
away, and the potential changes are evident when 
comparing candidates for Governor.
 The Republicans working for the nomination 
include current Governor Jeff Colyer, appointed to the 
finish the term of Sam Brownback, Secretary of State 
Kris Kobach, current Insurance Commissioner Ken 
Selzer and former state senator Jim Barnett. Many 
observers expect the primary race to come down to 
Kobach and Colyer.
 The Democrats have three candidates that 
appear to be willing to stay in the race until its 
decided. State Senator Laura Kelly from Topeka has 
the apparent backing of former governor, Kathleen 
Sebelius. Josh Svaty, who served as Agriculture 
Secretary for Sebelius and also served in the Kansas 
House, has the support of former governor John 
Carlin. The final candidate in the Democratic primary 
is former Wichita Mayor Carl Brewer. The legislative 
races have begun in earnest now. July 4th marks the 
start of full fledge campaigning across the state for 
Kansas House candidates. This election year, all 125 
House seats are up for election. 45 seats are not
contested (26 Republicans, 19 Democrats), as only 
one candidate filed for election. 15 of the districts 
will have their House member selected during the 
Primary election, of those, 11 are Republicans. 
The big question going into the primary season is 
what will happen to Freshman legislators running 
for re-election for the first time. Two years ago, the 
election moved representation more to the middle of 

the political spectrum, does that remain or does the 
electorate move one way or the other? Those questions 
wont be answered until after the General Election in 
November.
 The Primary Election is Tuesday, August 7th. 
The General Election is Tuesday, November 6th.

State Finances
 The State of Kansas continues to see an 
improved fiscal picture as monthly revenues continue 
to beat estimates. A couple other signs that point 
to improved stability in the state budget is that 
state government paid off its annual certificate of 
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We hope that you all had some 
sort of opportunity to celebrate and 
share your passion for your farms and 
all that you do during National Dairy 
Month. Kansas Dairy Commission 
was busy in many parts of the state 
promoting dairy and spreading the 
message about the goodness of the 
products that are made from the milk 
produced in Kansas. Ice Cream is 
always the winner when it is hot and 
was a favorite of all the consumers that 
attended the events. Congratulations 
to the farms that hosted these events! 
Hosting a farm event can be time 

consuming and require a large amount of labor, all at the expense of the 
farm. Thank you for your dedication to the industry that you work in, 
all the farms in the state salute your efforts. Also, a big shout out to the 
industry individuals and agriculture companies that helped support the 
farms for the celebrations. These entities helped with everything from 
meals, milk, door prizes and extra bodies to help present and direct 
traffic. The farmers are indebted to these supporters, could not have 
done it without their help. 

Kansas Dairy Commission also had an opportunity to work 
with a 4-H Dairy Project Club from Southwest Kansas to do a dairy 
promotion event at a local Dillions in Garden City, Kansas. Several 
kids and parents from the Southwest Dairy Club along with their 
advisor, Barb Hanson, did a great job talking to consumers on Saturday, 
June 30th. They passed out ice cream bars in preparation for National 
Ice Cream Month and directed the public to the Southwest Dairy trailer 
to watch a live cow being milked. Great job kids promoting the dairy 
industry in Kansas! Thank you to Callie Toews and her cow Tinkerbell 

for helping to educate the public. 

Stephanie Eckroat

Additional Resources: For information on the farm bill visit  
www.futureofdairy.com. For dairy training videos visit www.dairy365.
com. For updates on the Kansas Dairy industry visit www.ksdairy.com. 
Other resources are Midwest Dairy and the Southwest Dairy Museum.
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Apogee Animal Health, Inc. is a mobile veterinary practice 
and consulting service in northeast Kansas. We strive to 
couple the most current research and technologies with 
exceptional service to increase 
the health of our client’s 
livestock and the profitability 
of their operations.

Providing exceptional service. Delivering practical solutions. 
Optimizing animal health.

Contact Us
(785) 285-8239
302 Green St., Morrill, KS
info@apogeeanimalhealth.com

Wichita, KS based Bovine IVF Lab
75% Pregnancy Rates with

Fresh Embryo Transfers

9300 E. 29TH STREET NORTH, STE 102

WICHITA, KANSAS 67226

(316) 630-4093   ■   FAX (316) 634-1581

In Vitro Frontiers specializes in 
assisted reproductive techniques 
and offers the following services 

to its clients; bovine in vitro 
fertilization, bovine embryo 
biopsy, and bovine embryo 

cryopreservation.
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 On Thursday May 10th, the Kansas Department 
of Agriculture held a Dairy Industry Conference at the 
Finney County Fairgrounds in Garden City, Kansas.  
Lunch was provided by the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture and ice cream treats were supplied by the 
Kansas Dairy Commission. There were several dairies 
from the Western half of Kansas represented.  Also in 
attendance were many agents from varying sectors of 
the industry including milk haulers, dairy equipment 
dealers, commodity representatives and dairy 
promotional groups. Kansas Dairy Commission’s 
George Blush greeted the attendees and introduced 
guest speakers. David Hogg, representing KDA, 
gave an update on the Emergency Preparedness 
Exercises that have occurred in Kansas. He indicated 
that all dairies should have a plan in place in case of 
emergency, primarily an animal disease incident. The 
Emergency Preparedness Exercises have traditionally 
occurred during the third week of December. Anyone 

wanting to participate may contact the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture. KDA’s Kelllen Liebsch 
presented some staggering numbers relating to the 
economic impact of dairy in Kansas. She indicated 
that agriculture alone in Kansas contributes $1.7 
billion and 13% of the workforce in Kansas.  The 
afternoon presenters included Billy Brown, Kansas 
State University, presenting an update on the ongoing 
process within the Agriculture Department to build 
a new dairy facility in Manhattan. Brandon Miewes, 
Dairy Farmers of America, presented information on 
animal care and farm practices as they relate to milk 
production. Rounding out the day, Mike Meyer, KDA 
talked about the Kansas Water Plan and George Blush 
updated those present on regulatory changes within 
the Kansas dairy industry. After an open discussion, 
the meeting was adjourned.  

Industry Conference Held

Taylor A. Klipp, daughter of Tim & Jenny Klipp 
of Four Streams Dairy, rural Hanover was awarded 
the Kansas Dairy Commission 2018 Scholarship for 
$1000.00. Born and 
raised on a dairy farm, 
Taylor has been a part 
of her family’s farm 
since she was very 
young as a calf feeder 
and a milker for both 
morning and evening 
shifts. Her passion for 
dairy is seen not only 
in her commitment 
to the family farm, 
but also in her 
activities outside the 
farm in relation to 
the industry. Taylor has been an avid dairy showman 
for many years, beginning her career at the age of 7. 
Additionally, she has been involved in dairy judging 

throughout 4-H membership and has had impressive 
placings at many national events.   She loves her life 
on the farm and intends a future in the dairy industry. 

Taylor plans to 
attend Southeast 
Community 
College, Beatrice, 
Nebraska in the 
fall to pursue an 
Associates in 
Animal Science 
or Agri-Business. 
Kansas State 
University is also 
in the future for 
Taylor. Continuing 
her education in 
Manhattan will help 

her reach her goal of attaining a 4-year degree with an 
emphasis in Dairy Science. Congratulations to Taylor 
and good luck in the future!

2018 Kansas Dairy Commission
Scholarship Recipient Named
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 I am originally from Alexandria, 
Alabama. I am currently studying 
Ag Business through Fort Hays State 
University. I am married to a solider 
and have two kids. I grew up around 
agriculture down south, but my family 
no longer had a farm by the time I was born. My favorite thing about being involved with 
the dairy industry is the people. I think they are some of the best I have ever met.  They 

love what they are doing and it 
just shines through. I wanted to 
be a Kansas Dairy Ambassador 
because I wanted to learn as 
much as I could about dairy. I 
wanted to be able to connect 
the community back to the 
farm. I hope that with the Dairy 
Ambassador program I will get 
an understanding of the dairy 
world and how we can get the 
community to connect with the 
dairy farm again. My favorite 
dairy product is such a hard 
decision, but I would say ice 
cream. I love butter pecan and 
chocolate mixed together. 

Meet the Kansas

Malica 
Himes
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 I’m a small town girl originally from Sullivan, Missouri. 
My favorite dairy product is chocolate milk! I now live in 
Manhattan, Kansas, where my passion for the dairy industry 
began, and has flourished. I came to Kansas just two short 
years ago, to attend Kansas State University, where I am 
majoring in Animal Sciences and Industry, with a focus in 
Production Management. My love for dairy began when 
I started working for the Kansas State University Dairy 
Research and Teaching Facility in April 2017.  Since that 
spring, I have been honored with the opportunity to visit 
and work at farms across the United States, from Wisconsin 
to California.
  With that, it is easy for me to say that my favorite 
thing about this industry is the people. From milkers to 
feeders, and veterinarians to managers, the love and care 
demonstrated by each of these individuals is comparable 
to no other. These experiences have given me a unique 
view on the industry as a whole. Even though farms can be 
vastly different, they all have one thing in common: they 
are part of a community. The dairy community is one I am 

Emily 
Kamler

Dairy Ambassadors

proud to represent as a Kansas Dairy Ambassador. My 
goal as an Ambassador is to cultivate my knowledge 
of this community and how it functions, and to connect 
consumers to the farm, in a way that is truly impactful. 
I look forward to furthering my education of this 
incredible community through work, graduate school, 
and networking. I can not wait to see where this path 
leads me!            
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National Dairy Month
By Katelyn Harbert

indebtedness early and the certificate issues for the 
current fiscal year is smaller than previous years.
The State Finance Council approved 33% less 
borrowing of idle funds to balance the state’s cash 
flow for the next fiscal year than it has had to borrow 
the past two years. The Finance Council, with eight of 
nine members in attendance, unanimously approved a 
$600 million Certificate of Indebtedness. The past two 
years, that amount has been $900 million each year.

Interim Committees
 The Legislative Coordinating Council (LCC) 
approved just 29 days of interim committees for this 
House election-year summer, including a Federal 
and State Affairs look at sport betting, which was 
approved this spring by the U.S. Supreme Court, 
and a Commerce meeting day to examine economic 

development programs and incentives. House and 
Senate committees had sought a total of 48 meeting 
days. The LCC will meet again and could approve
additional interim committee days and topics. 
 Schedules of the meetings and new members 
will be released in the next week or so, as well as 
times and room locations.
Here are the joint committee meeting days approved:
Administrative Rules and Regulations, 4 days; 
Corrections and Juvenile Justice Oversight, 3 days; 
Home and Community-Based Services, KanCare 
Oversight, 3 days; Information Technology, 3 
days; Kansas Security, 1 day; Legislative Budget 
Committee, 6 days; Pensions, Investments and 
Benefits, 1 day; Special Claims, 3 days; State Building 
Construction, 3 days; Commerce, 1 day, and Federal 
and State Affairs, 1 day.

Legislative Update, cont.

National Dairy Month was celebrated throughout 
June. Many dairy companies and farms used this as an 
opportunity to promote the industry through hosting 
events to engage the public. Hildebrand Farms and Ohlde 
Dairy Farms each held popular events at their farms in 
recognition of the month-long celebration. 

Hildebrand Farms Dairy hosted an outdoor 
“MOO-vie Night” on their farm. The event was well-
attended and featured a table for milk tasting, a dairy 
trivia table from Midwest Dairy, along with having the 
Hildebrand Farms Dairy store open and providing tasty 
treats throughout the evening. After sunset, the movie 
“Ferdinand” was shown. 
 Ohlde Dairy Farms hosted a Dairy Day at their 
farm. Breakfast and root beer floats were served for 
attendees. Children were able to visit various stations to 
learn about dairy cattle and make crafts. A dairy show 
cow was also present for pictures. Midwest Dairy also 
participated in this event with an educational scavenger 
hunt and a simulated milking station. Both of these 
events, along with additional celebrations throughout the 
state exemplified the purpose of National Dairy Month 
and served as positive advocacy opportunities for the 
dairy industry.
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Dairy U Prepares Youth for Industry Future
 Ten students from three states comprised 
the first cohort of the Dairy U program, June 19-
22 in southwest Kansas. This four-day immersive 
educational opportunity allowed high school students 
to get up-close and hands-on with the dairy industry.
 The inaugural class included: Walker 
Clawson, Meads; Malorie Depenbusch, Udall; 
Jessica Kirkpatrick, Valley Center; Kenzie McAtee, 
LaCygne; Reese Meng, Garden City; Caleb Peckham, 
Woodstock, Connecticut; Lane Potts, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado; and Wyatt Slade, Haviland. The 
progam was inspired by dairy operators in southwest 
Kansas who wanted to reach out and involve younger 
generations. Kansas State University Department of 
Animal Sciences and Industry partnered with leading 
dairy producers to provide this learning opportunity. 
Partnering dairies included: Ag Oasis, Noble Dairy, 
and Royal Farms Dairy. Lead donors for the program 
included: Kansas Dairy Council, Arm and Hammer 
Animal Health, Zoetis, American AgCredit, and 
Southeast Select Sires. Additional sponsors included 
Diamond V, Dairy MAX, Merck Animal Health, Alta 
Genetics, Kansas Dairy Ingredients and Milk River.
 “One of the most important aspects that I 
gained from Dairy U was meeting so many people 
interested and involved in the dairy industry and 
being able to have those connections for my future 
interests,” said participant Malorie Depenbusch. “I 
will definitely tell people who are interested in the 
dairy industry about this camp.”
 Walker Clawson explained, “This program is 
important because there isn’t another program like 
it. Dairy U gives youth the opportunity to become 
informed about the rapidly growing dairy industry in 
Kansas.”
 Students also appreciated touring businesses 

important to the dairy industry. “I was also allowed 
to tour a milk ingredients plant which helped me 
understand the vast number of products that can be 
made with milk,” Clawson added.
 Students traveled throughout southwest 
Kansas to visit dairies and businessses. They met with 
leaders and industry stakeholders from Dairy Max, 
Merck Animal Health, Royal Farms Dairy, Dairy 
Nutrition and Management Consulting, High-Plains 
Feed, Kansas Dairy Ingredients, Ag Oasis, Rocking 
Heifer, and Noble Dairy. Hands-on seminars included 
topics of nutrition, animal health, reproduction, 
milking systems and breeding. Students also received 
financial education from American AgCredit and 
communications training from Nebraska farmer and 
broadcaster, Trent Loos of Loos Tales.
 The group continues plans to offer more 
opportunities for youth in the future. For information 
about the event, contact coordinator Mandy Fox at 
mandy@agoasis.com or 785-410-2633; or Sharon 
Breiner at sbreiner@ksu.edu or 785-532-6533.

Johnston Hoof Care LLC

Kelvin Johnston
277 NE Hwy 156
Great Bend, KS 67530
(620)792-9541

Professional cow tipper since 2003
Beef     Dairy     Show
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Kansas All Breeds Junior Dairy  
 Show
 August 17-18, 2018
 Salina, Kansas
Kansas State Fair
 September 6-17, 2018
 Hutchinson, Kansas

The calendar space is for any dairy related activity or event, please submit your event, dates, time and location to director.
ksdairy@gmail.com. Classified space is free to Kansas Dairy Association members! Please submit classified items also 
to director.ksdairy@gmail.com.

Calendar Classifieds
FOR SALE: Holstein Bulls 
DHIA production records and 
classification. From top cows and 
AI sires. Call 785-336-2681 or  
785-336-1543.

FOR SALE: Service age Holstein 
bulls for sale from our top cows 
and bred for excellent udders 
and good production. RHA over 
30,000 lbs.  
Bob Seiler 316-796-0173 or  
316-644-2238.FOR SALE: Registered and 

Commercial Holstein bulls. 
For sale by the pound or by 
the pedigree. Semen tested, 
delivered and guaranteed. Call 
for free brochure. Call Steve 
@ Strickler Holsteins 620-365-
9233.

FOR SALE: Registered Holstein 
breeding bulls from top cows.  
Closed herd, A.I. sired, low SCC, 
DHIA records.  Some Red.  Will 
semen test.  Call to find out what 
we have available.  Joe Schmitz  
785-736-2226.

Two registered Jersey 
heifers for sale. 
AI sired and bred

Due in August/October
NE Kansas

Call Billy Brown 785-556-1243

 If you try only one special food item at the 
fair this year, make sure you visit the Ice Cream 
Bar under the grandstand at the Kansas State Fair to 
try the winner of the inaugural “Flavor of the Fair.” 
Thanks to some creative thinking of the Hildebrand 
Family Dairy, Junction City, fairgoers will have 
the opportunity to try a new flavor that will only be 
available at the 2018 Kansas State Fair. Beginning in 
early June, the Hildebrand Farms plant & marketing 
Manager, Melissa Reed, created a poll to share on 
Facebook with potential new flavor options for the 
Kansas State Fair. Contenders for the honor of the 1st 
“Flavor of the Fair” were caramel apple, red velvet, 
mint chocolate, salted caramel, orange dreamsicle and 
pumpkin pie. Salted Caramel was the favorite with 
28% of the vote o zverall, with orange dreamsicle 
coming in a close 2nd with 26% of the vote. This isn’t 
all that will be offered this year, however. Delicious 
vanilla, chocolate and twist flavors will also be 
served. If soft serve isn’t your preference, you can still 
enjoy one of our 17 different flavors of hard packed 
ice cream. The Ice Cream Bar will also continue to 
offer ice cream sandwiches, root beer floats, purple 
cows and a selection of non-sugar hard packed ice 

cream. While at the Ice Cream Bar, you can give 
your recommendation for new flavor options for the 
2019 fair.  Make sure to check out Facebook pages 
for Hildebrand Farms, Kansas State Fair and Kansas 
Dairy to stay up with the latest things happening at 
the fair. The Kansas Dairy Association is honored to 
partner with the Hildebrand family on this new fun 
adventure for the taste buds!  

Flavor of the Fair Announced
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   The goal of The Dairy Dispatch 
is to communicate regularly with 
dairy producers in the state of 
Kansas, informing them about 
the activities of the Kansas Dairy 
Association and Kansas Dairy 
Commission and other industry 
news.
   Please consider advertising in The 
Dairy Dispatch. An advertisement 
helps us cover publishing costs of 
the newsletter and allows you to 
promote your business or farm in a 
newsletter with a circulation of over 
300 dairy producers and friends of 
the industry across the state. 
   Advertisement sizes can range 
from a business card to a full page 
ad. You can supply your already 
designed ad or contract Kansas 
Dairy to design one for you. 
Contact Stephanie Eckroat,  
director.ksdairy@gmail.com, for 
an advertising packet. We look 
forward to working with you!

  Non-producers and businesses may 
join the Kansas Dairy Association 
as associate members to help 
strengthen our activities in the state 
and provide input to this dynamic 
and growing industry. Associate 
membership dues help the Kansas 
Dairy Association provide a unified 
voice for all Kansas dairy producers. 
  Membership in the Kansas Dairy 
Association entitles you to a 
subscription to the Dairy Dispatch, 
the official newspaper of the Kansas 
Dairy Association, as well as other 
special membership mailings and 
activities. You will also be invited to 
attend the Kansas Dairy Association 
Annual Meeting which is held 
during December or January of 
each year, and the Kansas Dairy 
Association’s annual  
Legislative Reception.
  All Kansas dairy producers who 
participate in the statewide voluntary 
assessment to the Kansas Dairy 
Commission are automatically 
members of the Kansas Dairy 
Association.

Not a producer? Become an 
Associate Member

Thank you to these businesses for their support as current associate 
members. Become an associate member by contacting Stephanie Eckroat at 

director.ksdairy@gmail.com

Agri-Trim, Dairy Hoof Care
Havensville, KS 
Apogee Animal Health
Morrill, KS
Bio-Resources
Application Management
Golden City, MO
Countryside Feeds
Hillsboro, KS
Dairy Farmers of America
Kansas City, KS
Dairy Nutrition Plus
Ralston, IA 
Elk State Bank
Clyde, KS 
Farm Credit Services of America
Manhattan, KS
Flory Dairy Equipment
Baldwin City, KS 
Gorges Dairy Inc
Viola, KS
Great Western Bank
Shawnee, KS
Heart of America DHIA
Lincoln, NE
In Vitro Frontiers
Wichita, KS
Midwest Dairy Association
Smithville, MO
Mies & Sons Trucking
Colwich, KS
Munters Global
Sioux Falls, SD
Nemaha County Coop
Seneca, KS

Quality Timber Products
Rosehill, KS 
Southwest Dairy Museum
Sulhpur Springs, TX
Soybest
West Point, NE

Advertise in 
the Dispatch

JOIN US FOR THE

2018 KANSAS ALL 
BREEDS JUNIOR 

DAIRY SHOW
AUGUST 16-18

SALINA, KS
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Kansas Dairy
P.O. Box 1530
Hays, KS  67601

K-State Judging Team Finishes a Strong Season
 This year was an exciting year! We started with 
some students that didn’t know much about dairy and 
not only formed them into competitive judges, but also 
created students that were enthused about the dairy 
industry. It was great to watch their knowledge grow 
and their eyes open to the wide world of dairy. It was 
great to have another All-American in Cole Liggett. 

Cole is the 2nd All-American from K-State in 2 years; 
Jill Seiler the year before. All three young men on the 
team worked hard and competed even harder. I look 
forward to coaching the 2018-19 season and already 
have new group to work with. Next year’s team has a 
wide range of judging and dairy experience. We have 
already had several opportunities to work out with the 
new team this last spring. I am impressed with them 
so far and feel that they are progressing well. The new 
team should compete well for K-State this fall. Listed 
below are the team results for  2017-2018 K-State 
Dairy Judging.
Utah – 5th in Placings, 5th in Reasons, and 5th 
Overall (3 points out of 3rd)
Viroqua – 4th in Holsteins, 4th in Jerseys, 4th in 
Reasons, and 6th Overall
Madison – 3rd in Ayrshires, 11th in Brown Swiss, 
10th in Holstein, 7th in Jersey, 8th in Milking 
Shorthorn, 11th in Reasons, and 12th Overall.
Louisville – 3rd in Brown Swiss, 8th in Guernseys, 
8th in Holsteins, 8th in Reasons, and 6th Overall

Jarrod Blackburn


