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A first for Beechtown's

students

Halloween Party

New Book Club

the Dairy 

Dispatch
A publication devoted to supporting the Kansas

Dairy Industry and Farmers 

Legislative Update

Legistlative Update Continued on Page 9

New Laws Take Effect
Most new Kansas Laws approved this past session went into effect on July 1.

Beef Checkoff Kerfuffle
Representative Tatum Lee, R-Ness City, circulated a letter late in the Veto Session, requesting US
Agricultural Secretary Tom Vilsack to immediately hold a referendum vote on the Beef Checkoff
Program. Lee has been the National Development Director for R-CALF USA (Ranchers-Cattlemen
Action Legal Fund United Stock growers of America), which is a large producer-only membership
based organization representing livestock producers in the US.

The Kansas Farm Bureau and the Kansas Livestock Association have voiced their unhappiness over
the letter signed by a significant number of Kansas Legislators. The letter centers on a dispute over
whether the proceeds of the tax should be used exclusively to promote US produced beef. KFB
and KLA say regulations don’t allow for that narrow of a promotion.

The letter was signed by a bipartisan cross section of Kansas legislators. The Kansas signers
included Senate Vice President Rick Wilborn, then-Acting Majority Leader Larry Alley and House
Minority Leader Tom Sawyer as well as a handful of committee chairs in both chambers. Other
signers included at least four members of the House Agriculture Committee and at least three
members of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. The chairs of both
committees — Rep. Ken Rahjes and Sen. Dan Kerschen — didn’t sign the letter.

The Kansas Livestock Association scheduled a meeting with some members of Leadership after the
session ended to discuss the checkoff and try and provide some background. There has not been
any federal action at the time of this writing, and it is not clear if anything more will happen.

Tom Bruno- Bruno & Associates
800 SW Jackson, Ste. 914

Topeka, KS  66612
Office: (785)354-8172 Cell:  (785) 633-2121

E-mail:  kslobby@cox.net
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Lots of AG-citing news for the Kansas Dairy Industry in the
last couple of months. This spring brought about 2
announcements that will have an interesting affect our
industry in the coming years. With the construction of Hilmar
Cheese and the growth of Kansas Dairy Ingredients in
Western Kansas, our industry will be booming in no time! 
 Here are the current stats for the state, we can watch in the
next year or so and see what changes will occur. 
 228 Grade A operators; 17 milk processors & 181 milk
haulers.  Cows in the state number approximately 173,000
with 1.37 billion pounds of milk produced as of April 30th
2021.

On another note, the Kansas State Fair is slated to start on
September 10th in Hutchinson.  We are working on the
premise that it will be "normal" with the anticipation of A LOT
of customers. People are ready to get out and spend time
with family and friends, what better way to celebrate than
attend the Kansas State Fair.  As in previous years, we
created a poll to determine the  soft serve "Flavor of the
Fair".  This years winner was Cheesecake!  We are looking
forward to tasting this new flavor that will be produced at the
Hildebrand Farm in Junction City.   Due to the popularity of
"Perfectly Peach" from 2019, the Dairy Bar will also offer this
delicious flavor again in soft serve. The Dairy Bar will also
feature Alma Cheese, Kansas State Purple Pride Ice Cream
and HIghland Dairy products. Children that watch the Milking
Demonstrations with the Southwest Dairy Museum will
receive a coupon for a free dairy treat at the Dairy Bar. 
 Kansas Dairy Commission is also partnering with Kansas
Farm Bureau to give away free ice cream cones after
Agriculture tours around the fairgrounds. 

 KDA Board of Directors
President Josh Rottinghaus

620-952-1354
Vice President Nathan Campbell

Secretary Lynda Foster
Directors

Ted Boersma
David Rottinghaus

Terry Schwarz
Doug Unruh 
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News from the Executive Director

The Dairy Dispatch is a
publication of Kansas Dairy. 

P.O. Box 1530
Hays, Kansas 67601  

 director.ksdairy@gmail.com
(785)623-9566

 

Ex. Officio Member
Dr. Michael Brouk

785-532-1207

KDC Board of Directors  
Chairman Justin Ohlde

785-770-2387
Vice Chairman Nathan Campbell

Secretary Aaron Pauly
Directors

Anita Rokey
Greg Bethard
Steve Strickler

Bob Seiler
 
 

              
 

Kansas State Fair~Hutchinson, KS
Sept 10th- Sept 19th

Rich n' Creamy Cheesecake & Perfectly Peach Soft Serve

Executive Director 
Stephanie Eckroat
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Dietetic Conference Enjoys Dairy 

Munters
Agri-Trim Hoof Care

Gorges Dairy Inc.
Meis &  Son's Trucking

Countryside Feed- Kyle  Cederberg
Soybest

Dairy Nutrition Plus- Johnny Ware
Kansas Farm Bureau

Southern Kansas Cotton Growers
Dairy Herd Improvement Association

Midwest Dairy Supply
Elk State Bank

Agri-Feed- Jason Switzer
Frontier Farm Credit- Parry Briggs

LA-CO All Weather Paintsticks- Doug Tvedt
Kansas Farm Bureau

Terra Cat- David Foster
Summit Engineering & Construction

 
 
 
 

Thank You!
Kansas Dairy 

Business Associate Members

The Western Kansas Dietetic Association gathered together for
their annual fall continuing education event on September 30th
and October 1st in Oakley, KS. Sixteen attendees participated in
the conference either in person or live via zoom. The theme for

the conference was Exploring the Roots of Nutrition. On Thursday
evening the group gathered together to explore the Monumental
Power of Movement through an interactive learning session and
then enjoyed social time over appetizers and dinner for the rest

of the evening. On Friday morning, a tour of 4B Farms Hydroponic
Greenhouse was conducted. Attendees enjoyed a fruit and yogurt
bar in the morning and cheese stick and cracker snack sponsored

by the Kansas Dairy Association in the afternoon. Educational
sessions on Friday covered a wide variety of topics including the

Statewide Simply Produce Program, an update on the Dietary
Guidelines, challenging our views on eating disorders, and an

update on the most recent diabetes information and technology. 
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American Farmland Trust, a nonprofit that has been helping farmers for over 40 years, is
working with partners including Danone North America, Sustainable Environmental
Consultants, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and Natural Resources Conservation Service
to support farmers in meeting their conservation goals. Kansas Conservation Technician, Kinzie
Reiss, of Wallace County is currently looking to provide one on one technical support to those
supplying feed to western Kansas dairies. By utilizing the EcoPractices system by Sustainable
Environmental Consultants, Kinzie will help the farmer quantify current successes in
conservation, analyze areas for improvement and ultimately identify funding that may be
available to reach those goals. The service is entirely free to the farmer. In addition, Kinzie will
be participating in several farmer field days and workshops this summer and hosting an
educational event this fall. If you or someone you may know are interested in having an on farm
assessment or speaking with a technician about the project, please contact Kinzie Reiss at
kreiss@farmland.org. You can also view our website at www.farmland.org/danonena

Soil Health for Dairy Suppliers

Contact director.ksdairy@ gmail.com to place a business or classified ad.
 



Personally Penned
By Dr. Aaron Schaffer
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 Transition
Our youngest son, Gideon, recently hit the six-month milestone. Apparently six months is the ideal
time for babies to start the transition from milk to solid food, but the way Gideon turns up his nose
when new, solid foods are introduced, I think he would be content to just continue consuming milk.
However, we know that long term this would not be healthy for our son, so we persist, and slowly he
is starting to take, and even enjoy, solid food. Observing this transition in our son has made me stop
and consider this transition in our calves a little more. I think, like Gideon, they would just as soon
continue to consume milk (and lots of it!). However, long term this is not a good diet for our calves
from both a calf health and economic perspective. 
The depth of my knowledge on pediatric nutrition is about as limited as water is in the Sahara
Desert. But, because of what I know about the development of the rumen, I am pretty confident
that this transition is a lot more complex for our calves than it is for human babies. When calves are
born, the reticulum and rumen account for 38% of the entire stomach weight. As the reticulum and
rumen develop over the next 12-16 weeks, the proportion of the total stomach weight that they
account for increases to 67%. How we feed our calves through this transitioncan greatly impact how
the rumen develops.  
In a healthy, mature animal the inside of the rumen is like a shaggy carpet. This “carpet” is
technically known as the epithelium. It plays a critical role in the metabolism of feedstuffs absorbing,
transporting, and breaking down volatile fatty acids. The “shagginess” is created by papillae. As the
papillae become more “shaggy,” growing in length and width, the surface area of the epithelium
increases, increasing the capacity of the epithelium to fulfill its role in metabolism. The growth of the
papillae is stimulated by a decrease in pH and an increase in the amount of volatile fatty acids
within the rumen. This environment can be created when starch is fermented in the rumen. Thus,
although calves will receive most of their nutrients from their liquid feed during the pre-weaning
phase, getting them started on grain is important for rumen development.    
So, how do we get our calves started on grain? The first and most important thing is good colostrum
intake at birth. It has been preached to us 1,000 times over that better colostrum intake will
increase the health of the calf. Also, it makes sense that healthier calves will eat more grain sooner.
A study done by individuals at Cargill Animal Nutrition confirmed this – calves that received multiple
feedings of pooled maternal colostrum ate more starter than those calves that only received a
single feeding of colostrum replacer. 

Did you miss the Dairy Sector of the Agriculture
Growth Summit? 

No problem!  
Check out the recorded session below. 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-3YHZsFWq8

Transition Continued on Page 8
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Transition Continued from page 7 

Next, after a healthy calf, it is critical to provide fresh, highly palatable calf starter daily. Fresh
just might be the key word here. How do potato chips taste after sitting open in your truck for
a day? They tend to get a little stale, don’t they? I have never tasted calf starter after it has sat in
the bottom of a bucket in a calf hut for a day, but it probably tastes about like those chips you
forgot about in your truck. Thus, it is important that we are offering fresh starter to these little
calves daily. Initially, I like to offer just a handful of starter; that way, if it is not gone the next day
we are not dumping as much out. As these calves grow, so will their appetites. Hence, the
challenge of feeding enough, but not too much starter begins. To help overcome this
challenge, I prefer that calves are not fed to a “slick” bucket, but rather that there is a scattering
of feed in the bottom of it at the next feeding. This takes out the question of how long they
have been empty – 10 minutes or 10 hours? If we feed too much starter, it tends to get stale
and moldy, decreasing intakes. 
It used to be that water intake was sometimes the limiting factor for starter intake. This is
because water intake drives, and is required for, feed intake. A study done in the 1980s by
Ralston Purina showed that calves that had access to water from birth had a 30% increase in
starter intake compared to those calves that never had access to water until 28 days of age.
However, a more recent study done at Iowa State University did not show this difference. One
of the key differences in these two studies is that the calves in the earlier study were limit fed
milk whereas the calves in the more recent study were fed milk free choice. This is an
important distinction because calves that are fed higher volumes of milk will not need to eat as
much starter to meet their nutrient requirements. The lower starter intake in the pre-weaning
period for calves fed on accelerated feeding programs results in a rumen that does not
develop as quickly. This necessitates stepping down the amount of milk fed at the end of the
pre-weaning period, encouraging calves to eat more starter and leading to a more functional
rumen at the time of weaning.  
I hope that the transition from milk to solid food can go just as good for your calves as it has
gone for Gideon so far. Yet, the experts tell us that we should continue feeding him formula for
another six months, so I do hope that the transition can go more quickly for you than it will for
us! Until next time – happy calf rearing!
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Legislative Update continued from page 1 

Interim Committees Coming
Interim Legislative Committees will happen this fall. The Legislative Coordinating Council, made up
of legislative leaders from both parties, has not announced any approved topics or committees at
this point. The LCC has more scheduled meetings coming upon and interims are expected to be
approved then. 

Interim Committee topics are recommended by members of the legislature and committees. The
topics will need to be approved, and then assigned to a committee. The LCC will need also need to
approve the number of meeting days for each committee.

Redistricting Town-halls Expected
One topic that will have hearings this interim is redistricting. The census was completed last
year and now it is up to the legislature to re-draw all of the districts in Kansas, including
legislative and congressional districts.

Leadership is planning on sending the redistricting committee on the road to hold town-hall
style meetings with Kansans to help with the process of drawing the new boundaries. The
latest word is to expect those meetings to begin late summer and last into the fall.

The legislature will have to come up with new districts during the 2022 Session. The 2012
Legislature passed a redistricting plan that was subsequently appealed in federal court and
the legislative approved plan was ruled unconstitutional and the court worked with all the
interested parties to develop the current districts.

2022 Statewide Elections Started
The next race for Kansas Governor has begun. Governor Laura Kelly, D-Topeka, has
announced she is running for re-election, and no Primary challenger is expected.
The interesting race to watch currently is the nomination election for the Republican
candidate for governor. Attorney General Derek Schmidt and Jeff Colyer, was took over as
governor when Sam Brownback resigned, have both filed for the position. Colyer and Schmidt
have been very active raising money and acquiring endorsements from prominent Kansans. This
will be the early race to watch.

The other state-wide position that will garner significant attention is for Attorney General,
which is an open race with Schmidt running for Governor. There are currently two announce
Republican candidates for the seat. Kris Kobach, the former Kansas Secretary of State, who
lost to current governor, Laura Kelly, in the last gubernatorial race, and state senator, Kellie
Warren, R-Leawood, who is the chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee. There may be
some others looking to get into the race, but no one has made any announcements.



 

Kansas Dairy Ingredients
 Working on Expansion

The economy of the Dodge City area is about to get a big boost.  In May, the Hilmar
Cheese Plant,  Governor Kelly and the City of Dodge announce the construction of a new
cheese plant in Dodge City.  Hilmar is one of the largest cheese companies in the United
states with plants currently operating in Texas and California.   Hilmar produces high
quality American Cheese and ships whey to over 50 countries. The new facility is
anticipated to bring capitol investments of about $460 million to the area and create
around 247 new jobs.  Dodge City was chosen for it's location, existing infrastructure
and proximity to growing dairy farms.   Hilmar executives  indicated  that the state-of-
the-art plant will focus on "sustainable practices to promote carbon neutrality."  The
facility is expected to break ground this summer.  Hilmar anticipates to be at full
production by 2024.   

 Hilmar Cheese
Company to Build in
Dodge City Kansas
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Kansas Dairy Ingredients have been working on an expansion since December of 2020 in
Hugoton Kansas.  They anticipate to start receiving milk in October of 2021. The
expansion will add approximately 40 new jobs to the area and boost the economy to the
tune of an additional $45 million. Kansas Dairy Ingredients are known for producing high
quality American, Italian & Hispanic Cheeses. 

Klipp is awarded 
Kansas Dairy Commission Scholarship

Congrats to Jacob Klipp for being selected as a Kansas Dairy
Commission scholarship winner.  Jacob is the son of  dairy farmers,
Tim & Jenny Klipp, Hanover, Kansas.  Jacob lives and works on the
family Dairy Farm, Four Streams Dairy. Jacob was very active in his
community and High School.  He will attend Fort Hays State
University in the fall and major in Applied Technology in
Construction.  His interest grew in this field after learning to
program the robot calf feeder that his family uses on the farm.
 
Contact the Ex. Director for infomation on 2022 Scholarship 
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Hillsboro, KS- 877-207-6257
Seneca, KS - 866-268-6777

www.countrysidefeed.com

Join us at the 

Kansas Dairy Bar
 under the Grandstands

Kansas State Fair
 & enjoy a free cone

Please clip this coupon
and present at time of order



Upcoming dates 
 

Salina Jr. Dairy Show August 12-14
Agriculture Summit on Growth August 25-26

Kansas State Fair  Sept 10th-19th 
Governor's Water Conference  November 17-18

 


