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Water Continues to be an Issue

The Special Committee on Natural Resources agreed to
request $8 million for Kansas water resources and research
for the State Water Plan, with the money coming from the
State General Fund (SGF) or the Economic Development
Initiative Fund (EDIF), with no additional fees or taxes on
water users.
Water using interests requested $8 million last year and
only secured $1.2 million at the end of the appropriations
process. Committee Chair Rep. Tom Sloan, R-Lawrence,
said the total amount sought for cleaning up the state’s
water, its reservoirs and studying how best to use water
in the state will require solid support from his committee
and other interested parties to get the appropriation request
approved by appropriations committees.
A few committee members supported specific fees
for using water for irrigation or fertilizers on land that
drains into public water sources but did not gain enough
support to be approved. The committee supported using
the Lottery-funded EDIF or SGF to fund the Water
appropriation.
The committee’s report is not binding in any way, and
committee members who favored a series of fees from
those who use water or use chemigation may bring a
proposal during the session for discussion.

Education Court Decision

Gannon v. State (Gannon V) was issued on October 2,
2017. In Gannon V, the Kansas Supreme Court (Court)
held that the Kansas School Equity and Enhancement Act
(KSEEA), enacted in 2017 Senate Bill 19 (SB 19), fails to
satisfy both adequacy and equity components of Article 6
of the Constitution of the State of Kansas.
Article 6 requires the Legislature “make suitable
provision for finance of the educational interests of the
state.” Both adequacy and equity components must be
satisfied for a constitutional school finance formula.
The Court stayed its ruling until June 30, 2018, but set
April 30, 2018, as the date for which briefs addressing
legislative remedies are due to the Court. The Court

reiterated the State has the burden to show that the
school district financing system is “reasonably calculated
to have all Kansas public education students meet or
exceed the standards set out in Rose,” and provides
districts “reasonably equal access to substantially similar
educational opportunity through similar tax effort.”
It is not clear at the moment what the legislative
response will be. There are some that say that the
state must significantly increase spending to meet the
constitutional standard, there are others that claim the court
doesn’t order them to spend anymore, but must do a better
job of demonstrating why the amount being spent meets the
constitutional requirement.
The Legislative Coordinating Council (LCC) approved
a special committee to begin working on a response to the
court ruling on education to present to the full legislature
when it returns in January. The committee members have
been appointed, but the committee has not announced any
meeting dates at this time.

State Revenues Up

Kansas revenues, used to fund state government, have
been exceeding the projections in the past several months.
This is good news to followers of the Kansas Legislature
and the agenda for the coming legislative session.
The Kansas Department of Revenue (KDOR) has
released the updated amounts of revenue in early October.
The Kansas revenue report shows taxes totaled $1.516
billion so far this fiscal year, which puts it $142.83 million
above last year and $73.09 million above estimates.
September tax collections totaled $602.59 million.
continued on page 7
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News from the
Executive Director
The Kansas Department of Agriculture
recently published information about the
impact of agriculture to our state. According
to information compiled and released on
8-1-2017, agriculture is responsible for a
whopping $47.9 billion and support 125,714
jobs in Kansas. This information was
collected from 65 sectors within Kansas.
Dairy is nothing to laugh at with almost
1,700 jobs represented in these statistics.
Kansas ranks 16th in the nation for dairy
production and is the home of over 150,000
cows. If you would like more information
about the current update on the agriculture
statistics in Kansas, you can visit www.
agriculture.ks.gov.
In this issue, you can read about how Kansas Dairy is supporting the
education of high school students and legislators to protect this great asset to
the Kansas economy. In addition, the dairy industry in Kansas will continue
to grow as DFA has opened a new processing plant in western Kansas. Also
in this issue we recap the Kansas State Fair and the unveiling of the renovated
Dairy Bar as well as welcome a new member to the Kansas Dairy team. We
hope you enjoy this newsletter and let us know if you have anything to share
in 2018.
The staff and the Board of Directors of Kansas Dairy would like to wish
you and your family a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Other industry contacts:
Kansas Dairy Commissioner
George Blush
(785) 296-3511
gblush@kda.state.ks.us

Kansas Dairy
P.O. Box 1530
Hays, KS 67601
(785) 623-9566

Executive Director
Stephanie Eckroat
Intern
Jill Seiler
The Dairy Dispatch is the tri-annual
publication of Kansas Dairy. Address
changes and corrections may be mailed
to P.O. box 1530, Hays, Kansas 67601.
If you know of something interesting
in the Kansas dairy industry contact Jill
at jmseiler@ksu.edu.

Stephanie Eckroat

Happy
Holidays
Additional Resources: For information on the farm bill visit

www.futureofdairy.com. For dairy training videos visit www.dairy365.com.
For updates on the Kansas Dairy industry visit www.ksdairy.com.
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New Beginnings for an Old Favorite

Dating back over 80 years, the Kansas Dairy Bar is
the oldest food vendor on the Kansas State Fair Grounds,
and this year it received more than a fresh coat of paint.
A two-year plan by Kansas Dairy to update the ice cream
stand was completed and the results unveiled at the
Grand Opening of the re-modeled “Dairy Bar” on Friday,
September 7th under the Grandstands at the Kansas State
Fairgrounds. The official ribbon cutting was held at 11 a.m.
with several groups there to help celebrate.
Honors of the ribbon cutting were bestowed upon
designer & Kansas Dairyman Terry Schwarz as well as the
widow of the late Mike Bodenhausen, former Director of
the Kansas Dairy Commission & Association. The newly
renovated dairy bar was dedicated in Mike’s name and a
permanent plaque featuring him was also unveiled that day.

Many of Mike’s family were in attendance to help celebrate
the dedication.
The Kansas Dairy Commission & Association boards
were present as well as the Kansas State Fair board, dairy
industry representatives and numerous news agencies. The
annual picture of the State Fair board was snapped in front
of the new storefront glass. During the event, the Kansas
State Fair gifted the 2016 Barn Quilt to the Association to
be permanently displayed on the barn façade adjacent the
renewed ice cream stand.
All those in attendance were treated to a soft serve ice
cream cone provided by the Hildebrand Dairy Farm from
Junction City. Video of the festivities were live streamed
and can been seen on the Kansas Dairy Facebook page.

Left: Customers stand in line waiting for ice cream at the newly renovated Dairy Bar at the Kansas State Fair. Customers
could use one of four serving lanes instead of the old two. Right: Lt. Governor Jeff Coyler samples ice cream flavors.

Calendar

Farm Bureau Dairy Advisory 		
Meeting
January 25, 2018
Manhattan, Kansas
Dairy U
June 19-22, 2018
Kansas All Breeds Junior Dairy
Show
August 17-18, 2018
Salina, Kansas

Classifieds

FOR SALE: Holstein Bulls
DHIA production records and
classification. From top cows and AI
sires. Call 785-336-2681 or
785-336-1543.
FOR SALE: Registered and
Commercial Holstein bulls. For
sale by the pound or by the
pedigree. Semen tested, delivered
and guaranteed. Call for free
brochure. Call Steve @ Strickler
Holsteins 620-365-9233.

FOR SALE: Service age Holstein
bulls for sale from our top cows and
bred for excellent udders and good
production. RHA over 30,000 lbs.
Bob Seiler 316-796-0173 or
316-644-2238.

FOR SALE: Registered Holstein
breeding bulls from top cows.
Closed herd, A.I. sired, low SCC,
DHIA records. Some Red. Will
semen test. Call to find out what
we have available. Joe Schmitz
785-736-2226.

The calendar space is for any dairy related activity or event, please submit your event, dates, time and location to
jmseiler@ksu.edu. Classified space is Free to Kansas Dairy Association members! Please submit classified items also
to jmseiler@ksu.edu.
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Dairy Program for High School Students

In an effort to attract future employees
to the growing dairy industry in Western
Kansas, several large dairies in the
area have teamed up with Kansas State
University Department of Animal Sciences
and Industry to host a dairy immersion
program.
The inaugural program, titled “Dairy U”
is scheduled for June 19-22nd, 2018 and
is limited to 10 select high school students
from across the nation. Students selected for
the program must display a passion for the
industry and a willingness to learn “hands
on” techniques.
Students will travel throughout Southwest Kansas

touring dairies and meeting industry leaders
and stakeholders. Working in small groups,
the students will learn a variety of topics
including: lifecycle of the cow, animal
health, reproduction, milking systems and
nutrition. They will also have a chance
to learn about industry opportunities and
challenges.
Kansas Dairy is a participating sponsor
for this program. For more information,
to apply for the program or to become a
sponsor, you can contact Mandy Fox at
785.410.2633 or mandy@agoasis.com.

State Fair Update

It was again a busy time for Kansas Dairy at the 2017
Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson, Kansas. The Grand
Opening of the newly re-modeled ice cream stand was
a challenge for the workers to get accustomed to. There
is not a good way to train when you are VERY busy the
minute you open. By the time workers had made it through
the first couple of days, a routine was established and it
was much smoother the remainder of the fair. Television
screens played trivia and recipe videos provided by Ron
Grusenmeyer of Midwest Dairy. New dairy decals and
signs made for an attractive venue for those enjoying ice
cream treats.
The new bar featured four serving lines rather than the
accustomed two that were used in the previous design. The
cashiers were also equipped with new technology allowing
for them to process customers more quickly. The Dairy Bar
experienced a huge increase of credit card usage and logged
record sales for 2017.

Callie Toews did a great job of providing information on
dairy nutrition and answering questions. Callie also handed
out coupons provided by the Kansas Dairy Commission.
The coupons could be redeemed at the new Dairy Bar for a
sting cheese stick.
Kansas Dairy had a presence at Agri-land this year as
well. Midwest Dairy provided “Daisy” a life-sized cow
that children could milk by hand. The Junior Holstein
Association, K-State Dairy Science Club and local
dairymen volunteered to help direct the public and answer
questions at the display.
The Kansas Dairy Commission was again an event

Steve Strickler utilized his expert judging skills as a
volunteer in the ice cream and ice cream topping contest.

The final touches were added to the stand just days before
the opening of the State Fair.

Southwest Dairy Museum was on-site for the milking
parlor to provide educational tours for children and adults.

sponsor for the Ice Cream & Ice Cream Topping contests.
Board member and dairyman Steve Strickler volunteered
his time to officiate the contests. Executive Director
Stephanie Eckroat agreed to officiate the Cheesecake
contest as well. All winners were treated to a gift bag
sponsored by Kansas Dairy and Midwest Dairy.
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Legislators Tour A Kansas Dairy

The Kansas Dairy Commission teamed up with
milking and were even allowed to ride in an auto steer
dairymen Steve Strickler to provide an educational dairy
tractor. Representative Kent Thompson and Senator Dan
tour for members of the Kansas Legislature. Steve Strickler Goddard spoke with the group about the importance of
is a third generation dairy farmer that currently milks 350
providing education to those in charge of making vital
cows in Iola, Kansas.
decisions for farmers and ranchers in Kansas.
Sunny skies greeted the State Representatives as they
The tour was enjoyed by all and convened around 3pm
enjoyed a “Discovering
that day. The Allen County
Dairy & Ag Technology”
Farm Bureau served a delicious
themed day at the Stickler
meal. All in attendance enjoyed
Holstein Farm on October
ice cream provided by the
13th. Joining our State
Kansas Dairy Commission at
Representatives were also
the end of the tour.
several of those interested in
The Kansas Dairy
the Kansas Dairy industry
Commission would like to
including members of
thank Steve Strickler, Farm
Harvester’s, staff from Dairy
Manager Harry Clubine and
Farmers of America and
the rest of the farm staff for
Child Nutrition specialists.
helping to share the message
Other Kansas dairymen, local
of Kansas Dairy by providing
bankers, implement dealers
a great tour. The Commission
Senator Dan Goddard, Dairymen Steve Strickler,
and Farm Bureau members
and Association intend to
Stephanie Eckroat KDC, Rep. Adam Lusker, Rep. Cindy
were also present.
continue providing educational
Neighbor, Rep. Patty Markley, Rep. Larry Hibbard, Farm
Those in attendance were
opportunities in the future.
Manager Harry Clubine, Rep. Kent Thompson & Rep
treated to a complete tour
Sean Tarwater
of the farm including, milk
barn, free stalls and calf & heifer areas. On the technology
side they learned about drones, satellite mapping, robotic

Kansas Dairy Welcomes New Intern

Following a three-month search, Kansas Dairy selected
Katie Harbert as the new intern in November. The daughter
of Joe and Darla Harbert of Kingman, Kansas, Katie’s
responsibilities will include writing for and designing
the Dairy Dispatch and other documents printed by the
organization, along with organizing and building content
for the Kansas All Breeds Junior Dairy Show showbook.
Katie grew up surrounded by agriculture, with a
strong family involvement in farming. Summer afternoons
spent riding in combines and tractors developed Katie’s
passion for agriculture, which she carried out through her
involvement in FFA and working in her county extension
office. Being an FFA member throughout high school,
while serving as an officer for three years, allowed Katie
to be exposed to all areas of agriculture and expand her
leadership skills. Working for Kingman County K-State
Research and Extension gave her another tremendous
opportunity to be involved in her community and gain
skills she will use in her new position. Katie’s experience
as a staff member on her high school yearbook and writing
and designing publications for the extension office gave
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her first-hand experience
in the tasks she will be
completing as the Kansas
Dairy intern.
As a 2017
graduate of Kingman
High School, Katie has
had a strong start to her
college career at Kansas
State University. She is
majoring in agricultural
communications and
journalism and is
considering careers in
many areas, including
marketing and social media strategy. Katie is excited
to begin the internship and gain more experience in
agricultural communications while working with Stephanie
and all the Kansas Dairy board members.

DFA opens new plant in Garden City

Kansas City, KS, Nov. 10, 2017 — Dairy Farmers of
66 new jobs to the area, produces whole and skim milk
America (DFA), a national dairy cooperative owned by
powder, nonfat dry milk powder and cream, and receives
family farmers, recently celebrated the opening of DFA
approximately 4 million pounds of milk a day from
Garden City, a new, state-of-the-art dairy ingredients plant
regional farms.
located in Southwest Kansas.
“As a farmer invested in this plant, it’s exciting because
DFA Garden City is a partnership between DFA and
we’re connecting our family farms to family tables in a
12 of its member farms in Southwest Kansas and will
truly sustainable and traceable way,” says Kansas dairy
help support the industry’s
farmer Dan Senestraro, who
continued growth in the
also serves on the Board of
region, as well as meet rising
Directors for DFA. “This
demand for U.S. dairy both
plant allows us to trace the
domestically and globally.
product from the time it
“As a Cooperative
leaves the farm as raw milk
owned by family farmers,
to the time it arrives at the
we are always looking for
store, which is important to
opportunities to help grow
many consumers today.”
the dairy industry and
Beyond the traceable
provide value to our dairy
aspects of the product, DFA
farmer-owners,” says Rick
Garden City also focuses
Smith, president and chief
on sustainability, including
executive officer at DFA.
operating as a water-neutral
“This investment not only
facility. With this process, all
Dairy Farmers of America celebrates the opening of DFA
fills an important need for the Garden City, a new, state-of-the-art ingredients plant
the water utilized at the plant
located in Southwest Kansas. Left to right: Alan Low, SVP of is recycled and ultimately used
region by providing a local
Shambaugh & Son, Dan Senestraro, farmer investor, Randy to water landscaping and parks
home for DFA members’
milk, which was previously Mooney, DFA Board of Directors Chairman, Rick Smith,
throughout the city.
President and CEO at DFA, Melvin Dale, Mayor, Garden
being transported to other
During the open house
City, Kan., Governor Sam Brownback, Alan McEntee,
areas of the country, but it also Program Manager, DFA Garden City
ceremony and ribbon cutting,
supports and enhances our
representatives from DFA
global ingredients strategy, which benefits all our farmer
were joined by Gov. Sam Brownback and Garden City
members.”
Mayor Melvin Dale to mark the official opening of the
“Dairy is a growing and thriving industry for the state of state-of-the-art dairy ingredients facility. Rick Smith and
Kansas,” says Gov. Sam Brownback (R-Kan.). “With this
DFA Chairman of the Board Randy Mooney thanked those
new plant, Kansas will play an even bigger role in helping
individuals who have been instrumental in the plant’s
to feed the world.”
development, including the 12 DFA farm family owners
Construction started on the Garden City facility in
and members who invested in the facility.
October 2015, and the first load of milk was delivered
in late September 2017. The plant, which has brought

Legislative Update Continued

Receipts show corporate, individual, and sales tax
collections continue to exceed fiscal year to date revenue
projections. Corporate income tax collections totaled
$66.24 million in September, which is $3.79 million above
last year at this time. This continues a trend of strong
corporate receipts, led by gains in the manufacturing, trade,
and transportation industries.
Revenue estimates are difficult to determine because
holders of pass-through entities are not required by the

new tax law to make estimated payments, as long as they
pay their taxes in full by April 17, 2018. Additionally,
employers are implementing the new withholding tables
at varying rates. The combination of these two factors
complicates revenue estimating for this fiscal year.
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Chocolate Peppermint Ice Cream Cake Roll

1/2 cup all-purpose flour minus 1 tablespoon
FILLING
1 tablespoon corn starch
1 container Peppermint Ice cream
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
GLAZE
3/4 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 cup heavy cream
1/4 teaspoon salt
6 ounces semisweet or milk chocolate, chopped
5 large eggs, at room temperature
1/4 cup corn syrup
3/4 cup granulated sugar, divided
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
Crushed candy cane for decoration
Heat oven to 375º. Spray a 15 1/2 x 10 1/2 x 1-inch jelly-roll pan with cooking spray, line with parchment or wax paper
and spray paper with additional spray.
In a small bowl, combine flour, corn starch, cocoa powder, baking powder, and salt. Separate egg whites and yolks
into 2 large mixing bowls. Beat egg whites on medium-high speed until foamy. Gradually beat in 1/2 cup sugar. Continue
to beat on high speed just until stiff peaks form. Beat yolks with the remaining 1/4-cup sugar and vanilla extract until
thickened, about 3 minutes. On low speed, beat in flour mixture until blended. Stir in 1/4 of beaten egg whites into
mixture. Fold in remaining whites. Spread in prepared pan; smooth top.
Bake 12 – 14 minutes or until top springs back when gently pressed. Let cool 2 minutes on a wire rack.
Dust a clean towel with confectioners’ sugar; loosen edges of the cake from the pan and invert cake onto towel.
Remove pan; carefully peel off parchment. Starting from the short end, roll up cake in the towel; place seam side down on
wire rack; cool completely.
For the rest of the recipe, like Kansas Dairy on Facebook..
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This could be your
advertisement! Contact
Stephanie Eckroat at
s_eckroat@hotmail.com to
receive a 2018 advertising
packet!

Not a producer? Become an
Associate Member

Non-producers and businesses may
join the Kansas Dairy Association as
associate members to help strengthen
our activities in the state and provide
input to this dynamic and growing
industry. Associate membership dues
help the Kansas Dairy Association
provide a unified voice for all Kansas
dairy producers.
Membership in the Kansas
Dairy Association entitles you to a
subscription to the Dairy Dispatch, the
official newspaper of the Kansas Dairy
Association, as well as other special
membership mailings and activities.
You will also be invited to attend the
Kansas Dairy Association Annual
Meeting which is held during December
or January of each year, and the Kansas
Dairy Association’s annual
Legislative Reception.
All Kansas dairy producers who
participate in the statewide voluntary
assessment to the Kansas Dairy
Commission are automatically members
of the Kansas Dairy Association.

Agri-Trim, Dairy Hoof Care
Derby, KS
Bank of the West
Wichita, KS
Countryside Feeds
Hillsboro, KS
Dairy Nutrition Plus
Schottsdale, AZ
Elk State Bank
Clyde, KS
Flory Dairy Equipment
Baldwin City, KS
Gorges Dairy Inc
Viola, KS
Hartter Feed & Seed, Inc
Sabetha, KS
Heart of America DHIA
Lincoln, NE
Hekele Hauling LLC
Claflin, KS
Midwest Ag Service
Seneca, KS
Midwest Farm & Dairy Supply
Hutchinson, KS
Mies & Sons Trucking
Colwich, KS
Quality Timber Products
Rosehill, KS
Southern Cotton Growers
Thank you to these businesses for their
Anthony, KS
support as current associate members.
Soybest
Become an associate member by
West Point, NE
contacting Stephanie Eckroat at
s_eckroat@hotmail.com.

Advertise in
the Dispatch

The goal of The Dairy Dispatch is
to communicate regularly with dairy
producers in the state of Kansas,
informing them about the activities
of the Kansas Dairy Association and
Kansas Dairy Commission and other
industry news.
Please consider advertising in The
Dairy Dispatch. An advertisement
helps us cover publishing costs of the
newsletter and allows you to promote
your business or farm in a newsletter
with a circulation of over 300 dairy
producers and friends of the industry
across the state.
Advertisement sizes can range from
a business card to a full page ad. You
can supply your already designed ad or
contract Kansas Dairy to design one for
you. Contact Stephanie Eckroat,
s_eckroat@hotmail.com, for an
advertising packet. We look forward to
working with you!

Advertising Deadlines

November Issue - Oct. 25th
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K-State Dairy Judging Team Fall Judging

The K-State Judging Team finished its fall judging season
with many successes. Chief among those was team member
Cole Liggett, Dennison, OH, earning All-American Honors at
the International Intercollegiate Dairy Judging Contest at World
Dairy Expo in Madison, Wisconsin. Liggett is the second KSU
dairy judger in as many years to receive this honor and the
second for Coach Jarrod Blackburn as well.
Other team results from World Dairy Expo contest include
Cole Liggett: 2nd in Milking Shorthorns, 6th in Holsteins, 14th
in reasons and 25th overall; Matt Powers (Butler, PA) 14th in
Ayrshires; Lance Coe (Soldier, KS) 7th in Jerseys. The team
was 3rd in Ayrshires, 7th in Jerseys, 8th Milking Shorthorns,
10th in Holsteins, 11th in Brown Swiss, 11th in reasons and
12th team overall.
This fall the team also competed at the Accelerated Genetics
Left to Right: Cole Liggett, Matt Powers, Lance Coe and
Intercollegiate Invitational contest in Viroqua, Wisconsin.
Coach Jarrod Blackburn
Results were as follows Cole Liggett was 3rd in Milking
Shorthorns, 4th in Holsteins, 9th in reasons, and 11th overall; Matt Powers was 14th Overall and the team finished 4th in
Holsteins, Jerseys and reasons as well as 6th team overall.
The last contest of the season was at the North American International Livestock Exposition in Louisville, Kentucky.
The team finished 6th overall with a 3rd place finish in Brown Swiss, 8th in Guernseys, Holsteins and reasons. Cole
Liggett was 7th high individual, 8th in Holsteins and 9th in Brown Swiss; Matt Powers was 8th in Brown Swiss and 13th
in Holsteins; Lance Coe was 13th in Guernseys.
The team has one more contest remaining and will compete at the Forth Worth Livestock Show in January.
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