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With the 2022 Kansas Legislative Session over,
there are numerous bills approved into law that
took force on July 1, the first day of the state’s
fiscal year, when the latest budget also goes into
effect.

Raw Milk Legislation Becomes Law
SB 346 allows for the on-farm retail sale of milk
or milk products, regulates the labeling and
advertising of such products, extends the sunset
date for certain milk and dairy license fees,
allows the Secretary of Agriculture to declare an
imminent health hazard when necessary to
protect the public health, and allows the Kansas
Department of Agriculture to assess a civil
penalty for certain violations.

The bill also authorizes the Animal Health
Commissioner to impose penalties for violations
of the requirement to have a certificate of
veterinarian inspection when transporting
animals into the state.

Funding for Dairy Industry Needs Assessment

The Legislature and Governor approved funding
for the Kansas Department of Agriculture to
perform a “dairy industry expansion needs
assessment.” The funding came in response to
the Kansas Dairy Association’s efforts to secure
funding to renovate the Dairy Teaching and
Research Center at Kansas State University.
Legislators could not determine the overall cost
to do the renovation at the facilities on campus,
plus the discussions led to additional questions
about getting that knowledge that was gained
through the research out into producers’ hands.

Legislators decided that to fully support the
industry, it would take funding for the Kansas
Department of Agriculture to do a needs
assessment to determine the impact of
additional research and extension efforts to
enhance the expansion and viability of the
dairy industry in Kansas.
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Blossom has retired from the
Kansas State fair and is looking for
a new home. She is a fiberglass
cow and would be perfect for any
educational purpose! Silent bids
to be turned in by September 1st
to Kansas Dairy Director-
Stephanie Eckroat. Delivery
included & can be scheduled 
 with the director after final bid. 

Blossom is looking for a new stallBlossom is looking for a new stall

Submit bids to director.ksdairy@gmail.com



So, as we wrapped up this summer edition of the Dairy Dispatch, I needed to let you
know of changes coming to your organizations soon. Due to developments in my
life, fortunately all good, I have decided to step away from the Executive position of
the Association and Commission. My family’s personal business has been growing
and the realization for me to be more available at home had become evident. This
decision was not taken lightly, I have literally been involved in the Kansas Dairy
Industry for over 30 years! I milked and cared for cows for a total of 22 years at the
Fort Hays State University Dairy Farm. During that time, with the help of the
Commission was involved in establishing the still relevant Miking Demonstrations at
the Kansas State Fair. 

4 Kansas Dairy

  I have had a good run… change providesI have had a good run… change provides   

amazing opportunities!amazing opportunities!
Executive Director Executive Director Stephanie EckroatStephanie Eckroat

As I finish out my tenure as your Executive, I will have managed your dairy ice cream
stand for 8 years. During that time, I helped contribute to the rebuild and rebrand of the
stand as a statewide showpiece of your industry. I am leaving this position with mixed
emotions but with excitement for what your new representative can work to do for your
industry. I have made and solidified friendships over the last few years within this
amazing group of farmers and love that these people will continue to do “dairy” good
things. I hope to see many of you at my “last” official state fair as your Executive. I have
had a good run, but I am so excited to see what is to come for Kansas Dairy.  

Thanks Kansas Dairy 

Steph



Flavor of the Fair 2022
Soft Serve Ice Cream

The needs assessment is expected to provide
the necessary information about the costs to
renovate the existing Research Center at
Kansas State and what the appropriate
resources are for K-State extension to support
producers. The assessment is expected to be
complete with actionable information in the
2023 legislative session.

Fake Meat Law
The “fake meat” issue had been at a stalemate
between concerned parties until late in the
session when agreement was reached. The
compromise broke the logjam and allowed the
legislation to move forward.

House Sub. for SB 261 prohibits the use of
identifiable meat terms on the labels of meat
analogs when the labels do not include proper
qualifying language to indicate that such
products do not contain meat. The bill defines
“meat,” “meat food product,” “poultry product,”
and “poultry food product” as those terms are
defined in the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic
Act.
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Legislative Update Continued

Elections
The legislature redrew district lines during the
session for Congressional and state legislative
seats. The new districts will play a role in the
elections this year. On the last day of the Veto
Session, several House members announced
their retirement via farewell speeches during
House proceedings during the last day
proceedings. Most notable among the crowd
was Speaker Pro Tem Blaine Finch, who had
been considered a rising star over the past few
years. Several other House members
announced their retirement during the first
part of the veto session in late April. With new
districts now confirmed, and a number of
retirements, it is certain that the House will
have a fresh look come January 2023.

Because of the uncertainty of the redistricting
map process and earlier pending court action,
the filing deadlines were moved from June 1 to
June 10. Things are shaping up differently this
round.
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Kansas Dairy

Commission

Scholarship Recipient 

Congrats to Aspen
Buessing for being

selected as a Kansas Dairy
Commission scholarship

winner. Aspen is the
daughter of dairy farmers,

Roy & Patricia Buessing,
Axtell, Kansas. Aspen

plans to study medical
imaging in the fall.
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The KSU Dairy Challenge Team placed second at the North
American Dairy Challenge Contest held in Green Bay, WI
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  A total of 96 students
from 22 colleges and universities from across the US and
Canada competed in the contest.  Team members were
Grant Fincham, Morgan Kunkel, Nathan Leavitt, and
Patrick Vanderknaap.  The 2.5-day event involves a team
evaluation of a dairy operation followed by a team
presentation of suggested areas of improvement. 
 Evaluation includes production and financial records as
well as facilities, procedures, and animals.  Presentations
are judged by a panel of 5 dairy industry professionals.

KSU Dairy Teams Update

The KSU Dairy Cattle Juding
team placed second at the
Southern National Dairy Cattle
Judging Contest held in
Stillwater, OK on April 6, 2022.
Team members were Sarah
Jordan, Morgan Kunkel, Alexis
McCoy, Nate Moore, and
Sydney Napolillo. The team is
coached by Dr. Brouk.

Individual placings
Morgan Kunkel - 4th
Sarah Jordan - 6th
Nate Moore - 7th

Sydney Napolillo - 9th
Alexis McCoy - 11th

 



Pictured: The McCarty Family, Rexford Kansas, 
Governor Laura Kelly and Representative Ken Rahjes

Governor Laura Kelly has
proclaimed June as Kansas

Dairy Month, coinciding with
National Dairy Month,

celebrating Kansas dairy
farmers and dairy processors.

 NATIONAL DAIRY
MONTH

Sustainability in Dairy
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Consumers expect brands to be sustainable....
Based on consumer research conducted by the Hartman group, consumers have
expectations of the brands they purchase to be sustainably produced.

• 70% of consumers would like to see companies’ sustainable practices more
visible to the public
• 81% of global consumers said that it’s very or extremely important that
companies implement programs to help the environment
• 88% of consumers would like brands to help them be more environmentally
friendly and ethical in their daily lives
• 85% of consumers expect companies to invest in sustainability in the next year

Article
Provided by

Midwest Dairy

This tells us what consumers want and their expectations
but what does it mean to the dairy community? We, inside
the dairy world, have a great sustainability story to tell. For
years, dairy farmers have worked to find creative and
innovative ways to be good stewards of the land. From
recycling water to reducing energy use, dairy farmers have
been and continue to work to reduce their environmental
footprint. 
But consumers don’t know it.
We must continue to promote trust and sales in dairy. Part of
that trust that leads to sales is meeting consumers
expectation with the understanding they are voting with
their food purchases for products that are sustainably
produced. In order to build that trust Midwest Dairy is
seeking out influential individuals like
bloggers and foodie types as well as organizations whose
primary purpose is to find better ways consumers can lead a
more sustainable lifestyle. 

In June, the Mid-America Regional Council (MARC) Food Waste and Loss Advisory Council had
the opportunity to learn about dairy’s sustainability story. Dairy farmer Orville Miller from
Hutchinson, Kan. visited with the advisory council and shared the waste reduction efforts he has
implemented on his farm as well as the Net Zero goals for the dairy industry.  

The advisory council is made up of various agencies, companies, organizations, and city/county
governments across the Greater Kansas City nine county metropolitan area working to create a
food waste and loss action plan. In addition to creating the action plan, the council will be
working to build a web map that will help bring stakeholders together as well as a public
education campaign for consumers. The goal of the plan is to decrease food waste across all
areas of the food chain. Midwest Dairy continues to build relationships with leaders in
sustainability who will in turn share, on behalf of dairy farmers, the dairy story with consumers.



Elections Continued
55 House candidates on the ballot face no opposition for the 2022
Election. Of those 55, 36 are Republicans and nineteen are
Democrats. That leaves seventy seats up for Primary and/or
General contests. This is the first election cycle to return to
“traditional” door-to-door style campaigning and “events” following
the pandemic. Also, issues are at play, especially in the primary where
voters will decide on a constitutional amendment related to abortion
and who has the authority in Kansas to regulate such activity. All
statewide offices are up for election this year as well, including the
Governor. It was no secret who the leading Republican and
Democrat gubernatorial candidates were to be for 2022, but a few
interesting items to note will make the contest a bit more
interesting.

Incumbent Governor Laura Kelly and Lt. Governor David Toland will
continue to campaign on
the Democrat Ticket.

Republican (and current Attorney General) Derek Schmidt will lead
the GOP ticket. Schmidt named his Lt. Governor running mate last
month as former Sen. Marshall staffer, Katie Sawyer. Sawyer, a
McPherson (KS-1) resident, served as State Director for US Senator
Roger Marshall Sawyer and her husband, Derek, have a cattle
operation in McPherson County.

 

Kansas Dairy Business 
Associate Members 2022
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Munters
Agri-Trim Hoof Care

Gorges Dairy Inc.
Meis &  Son's Trucking

Countryside Feed- Kyle 
 Cederberg

Soybest
Dairy Nutrition Plus/

Landus- Johnny Ware
Kansas Farm Bureau

Southern Kansas Cotton
Growers

Dairy Herd Improvement
Association

Midwest Dairy Supply
Elk State Bank

Farm Credit Associations 
of Kansas

Kansas Farm Bureau
TerraKat- David Foster
Summit Engineering &

Construction
Dairy Farmers of America

Apogee Animal Health
Kraft Tank Corporation

Add to this mix, State Senator Dennis
Pyle, Hiawatha, who recently changed
his political affiliation from Republican
to Independent, announced that he
would be running for governor.

Pyle has also run for Congress in the
2nd District. He has selected Kathleen
Harrison, Haysville, as his running mate.
Harrison, also a Republican, will change
her political affiliation to Independent.
Five thousand signatures are needed by
August 1 for the filing petition to be 
placed on the November ballot. It is not likely this duo will win, but they will garner conservative
votes and that becomes an issue in the General Election come November.

Legislative Update Continued



Hillsboro, KS- 877-207-6257
Seneca, KS - 866-268-6777

www.countrysidefeed.com
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Kansas Legislature investing in THe future of Kansas Dairy Industry

Having grown up on a diversified farm and
ranch in North Central Kansas, it is truly an
honor to serve as Chairman of the Agriculture
Committee in the Kansas House of
Representatives. My experience with dairy in
those formative years was occasionally milking
one Holstein cow, that gave our family fresh
milk for our meals which was also made into
delicious homemade ice cream in the
summertime.

Through tax revenues and federal government
payments to the state this past legislative
session, there were opportunities to make
sound investments for the future of Kansas.
One does not have to talk to too many people
in agriculture circles to know,

Kansas can be one of the strongest dairy states
in the nation. We just need to make sure we are
heading in the right direction.

As a member of the Appropriations Committee
in the House of Representatives, we see all the
proposed budgets. Once they are vetted,
opportunities can arise. 
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By: Ken Rahjes - Chairman, Kansas House Agriculture Committee
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 Family owned, Mies & Sons trucking is committed to
building lasting relationships with the dairy

producers we serve.
316.796.0186
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KANSAS DAIRY

Good only at the Kansas Dairy Bar 
under the Grandstands

11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

2022 Kansas State Fair
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KDC Board of Directors  
Chairman Brent Buessing

785-770-2387
Vice Chairman David Rottinghaus

Secretary Anita Rokey

 KDA Board of Directors
President Josh Rottinghaus

620-952-1354
Vice President Nathan Campbell

Secretary Lynda Foster

Directors
Ted Boersma
Aaron Pauly

Terry Schwarz
Doug Unruh 

Directors
Greg Bethard
Steve Strickler
Justin Ohlde
Maggie Gilles

This is when some of us thought now is the time
for the state to strengthen its investment in the
future of the dairy industry. We were successful
in advocating for and advancing $500,000 for
the Kansas Department of Agriculture to
conduct a thorough review of where we are and  
research  the best path moving forward. Once
this review is complete, I hope it’s finding will be
a roadmap to enhancing our strengths and
identify areas of improvement. This study will 
 focus on what is best for Kansas citizens and the
Kansas Dairy Industry. I am bullish on the future
of Kansas Agriculture and the investments that
have been made by stakeholders at this time.

investing in the future Continued
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Upcoming Events

11-13

18

9-18

SALINA JR DAIRY SHOW
August 11th-13th; Salina, KS

ksdairy.com

AGRICULTURE SUMMIT
August 18th; Manhattan, KS

KANSAS STATE FAIR
September 9th-18th; Hutchinson,KS


